
COMMUNICATIONS
•	 Some	members	may	remember	the	dreadful	burglary	
between	Wimborne	Rural	and	Highcliffe	in	2005.	We	
are	delighted	to	inform	you	that	a	male	approaching	60	
years	of	age	was	recently	convicted	at	Bournemouth	
Crown	Court	of	6	of	these	burglaries	based	on	evidence	
secured by Dorset Scenes of Crime Officers. He is yet 
to	be	sentenced.

•	 The	Waterboard	are	currently	very	concerned	about	
the	recent	spate	of	distraction	burglaries	using	their	
name.	The	Waterboard	invite	residents	to	phone	them	
direct	on	01202	591111	to	check	if	someone	is	genuine	
or	not.	Also	the	Police	would	like	to	hear	from	you	if	
approached.	Tel:	01202	222222	quoting	OPERATION	
TAXUS.	The	common	theme	for	offenders	is	“Irish	
Accents”	with	one	male	 aged	 in	his	40s	operating	
with	two	younger	males	in	their	20s.	Also,	a	common	
feature	includes	a	FLAT	CAP	being	worn	by	one	or	
more	men	with	witnesses	noticing	one	offender	has	a	
SPEECH	IMPEDIMENT	or	LISP.	They	are	generally	
casually	dressed.	If	approached	please	make	a	record	
of	any	vehicle	that	may	be	involved	i.e.	Registration,	
make,	and	colour.	

•	 We	were	hoping	for	a	progress	report	from	PCSO	Sara	
Freestone on the continuing issue of Parley Traffic 
Island	and	drivers	taking	advantage	by	negotiating	it	
on the wrong side when approaching the traffic lights. 
Perhaps	the	December	edition	will	cover	it.	Speed	of	
traffic along New Road also continues to be an issue 
with	many	members.	
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KEEPING YOUR CHILD 
SAFE FROM CRIME

You	can	help	to	protect	your	young	children	and	teens	from	
crime	with	 a	 few	common-sense	precautions.Government	
statistics	show	that	crime	against	children	by	strangers	is	rare.	
Even	so,	these	seven	tips	can	help	protect	your	child;
•	 Tell	your	child	to	avoid	talking	to	people	they	don’t	know	
when	you’re	not	around.

•	 Make	 sure	 your	 child	 knows	 never	 to	walk	 away	with	
anyone without first telling the person in charge.

•	 Make	sure	your	child	understands	that	they	should	always	
tell	you	if	a	stranger	approaches	them,	and	never	to	keep	
a	secret.

•	 If	your	child	get’s	lost,	they	should	ask	for	help	from	a	
Police Officer, another grown-up with children or someone 
working	at	a	nearby	shop.

•	 Have	your	child	learn	their	address	and	telephone	no.	by	heart.
•	 Try	 to	keep	your	 children	within	your	 sight	or	 another	
adult’s	whom	you	trust.

•	 Use	reins	 for	your	 toddler	–	 these	will	keep	your	child	
nearby	even	if	you	get	distracted.

KEEPING OLDER CHILDREN SAFE
More	crimes	are	committed	against	older	children	than	any	
other	age	group,	but	there	are	some	things	your	teenagers	can	
do	to	keep	safe	on	the	streets:
•	 Stay	alert,	and	keep	personal	stereos	turned	off,	so	they	
can	hear	what’s	going	on	around	them.

•	 Stick	to	busy,	well-lit	roads,	and	avoid	short	cuts	through	
alleyways.

•	 If	your	child	thinks	someone	is	following	them,	they	should	
cross	the	road	or	go	to	a	place	with	lots	of	people	around,	
like	bus	stops	or	shops

•	 Your	child	could	carry	a	whistle	or	shrill	alarm	around	their	
neck	or	on	a	key	chain	to	ward	off	suspicious	strangers.

•	 When	traveling	by	bus,	your	child	should	use	bus	stops	on	
busy	roads.

•	 If	someone	tries	to	take	something	from	your	child,	they	
shouldn’t try to fight

•	 Mobile	phones	and	other	valuables	should	be	kept	out	of	
sight,	and	mobile	phone	ringers	should	be	turned	off	to	
avoid	attracting	attention.

•	 Don’t	let	your	child	carry	weapons	because	they	are	more	
likely	to	be	used	against	your	child,	and	it’s	illegal

•	 Encourage	your	child	to	speak	up	if	they	are	being	bullied	
or	feel	they	might	be	in	danger.

Crimestoppers UK 0800 555111

Domestic plumbing & Heating • Boiler services and 
installation • Central Heating Power Flushes 

Breakdowns and Repairs • Friendly Reliable Service

Free estimates
www.ajplumbingcorgi.com

07968 140006
Corgi registered  192315

Madeleine McCann

Abducted from Praia Da Luz,
Portugal on 03/05/2007

Should	you	have	
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CHAIRMAN’S COMMENTS
I	want	to	draw	all	readers	attention	to	the	forthcoming	FREE	Theatre	presentation	
of	SCAMBUSTERS.		A	professional	touring	Company	will	present	on	the	live	
stage	a	performance	which	centres	on	the	Scams	and	cheats	which	can	blight	
the	 lives	 of	 those	who	 fall	 for	 the	 plausible	 stories	 in	 the	 scams.	Your	NW	
organisation	has	contributed	£250	to	help	pay	for	the	performance	and	make	it	
possible	for	500	people	to	see	the	show..	It	will	be	staged	on	8th	October	at	7.00pm	
in	the	Barrington	Theatre,	Ferndown.		Tickets	will	be	available	through	various	
organisations	and	from	your	Co-ordinator	and	Contact	in	the	N.W.		Reserve	a	
place	now	as	this	will	be	a	popular	event	and	we	expect	that	demand	for	the	free	
tickets	will	be	heavy.
The show is lively and timely as we hear from the Trading Standards Officers 
and	from	the	Police	that	the	‘offers’	to	win	a	prize,	have	a	free	trip,	or	earn	some	
fees	from	helping	to	arrange	money	transfers	from	Nigeria	and	so	on	are	getting	
more	and	more	professional	and	their	appearance	is	more	and	more	authentic	
looking.
If	you	know	somebody,	a	relative,	neighbour	or	friend	who	might	fall	for	one	of	
these	scams	either	on	the	doorstep,	through	the	post	or	by	e-mail	or	telephone.	
why	not	bring	them	along	to	the	Barrington	on	October	8	to	see	the	show?
Your	Organisation	 continues	 to	 support	 local	 youth	 ventures	 and	 it	 is	worth	
mentioning	 that	 the	 £1000	we	 donated	 to	 the	 football	 and	 games	 facility	 at	
Heatherlands	Centre	is	well	used	and	very	popular.	Youngsters	in	Ferndown	are	
asking	for	a	facility	like	it	in	central	Ferndown.	Perhaps	the	Town	Council	will	
prove to be generous and put one into the King George V Sports field where it 
would	complement	the	Skateboard	Park	and	the	Childrens’	Playground.	It	is	much	
better	to	provide	such	facilities	than	simply	gripe	about	the	anti	social	behaviour	
of	teenagers.
We	are	also	delighted	that	the	Ferndown	Jitsu	Club	which	we	have	supported	for	
the	past	seven	years	has	been	awarded	the	Queens	Award	for	Community	Volunteer	
Organisations.	A	well	deserved	award	for	an	outstanding	club	which	has	made	and	
continues	to	make	a	real	difference	in	the	lives	of	children	in	Ferndown	and	West	
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Chairman’s Report
What a year!  We have had continuing discussions about our Police 
and policing.  We have seen closures of Police stations; reductions 
in numbers; the retirement of Mike Darkin, and the Police and Crime 
Commissioner elections.  It is good that the local services seem OK, 
apart from the hiatus around the Olympics, local policing and the 
Neighbourhood Watch are flourishing. 

Our new PCSO Sarah Rose is enthusiastic and committed. She and Julian are doing great 
work in Heatherlands.  We have had some new volunteers working in our area where there 
were gaps and the local NW is expanding.  The new numbers for the waste bins have been 
selling like hot cakes. If you haven’t got yours yet they are on sale in the Community Office 
in the Barrington. 

Our writing competitions have not had as much support from the schools as in the past.  
The competition last year at the Upper School was disappointing and this year I have had 
no success at all with the Middle School. In spite of several calls to the school they do not 
seem to be interested and have not even returned my calls.  I do regret this, as I believe 
that the earlier our children think about their role in the community with respect to social 
responsibility, litter, anti social behaviour and other community issues the better. 

However, the recent road accident involving Bradley Wiggins might remind us that cyclists 
are more vulnerable on the roads in the dark evenings. It behoves motorists to take more 
care and cyclists to recognise that it is not always easy to see a cyclist in dark clothes, with 
no lights.  Parents, if your son or daughter wants to move about at night, please check that 
their lights are working and that they wear some bright clothes. Better safe than sorry.

There have been a few news items recently about old and lonely people being forgotten and 
dying alone.  I know that we in the NW do try to keep an eye on our own elderly and lonely 
members. It is not only a neighbourly kindness, it can be a life saver and it is certainly part 
of our function as volunteers in Neighbourhood Watch.

Finally, I hope all our readers have a very good Christmas. We deserve it.

Chairman  Douglas Lock 

We also repair your 
existing windows 9.00am-12.30pm
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TRADERS LIST
Please add the following traders to your list:
Home Improvements, Block Paving & Drives.
Paul Steel. 9 Poole Road, Wimborne, BH21 1QA
Tel: 01202 889291   Mob: 07808 635667
E: paul_steelhi@hotmail.com
General Handyman Services.
David Hill, 15 Hainault Drive, Verwood, BH31 6LF
Tel: 01202 828295   Mob: 07971 871033
E: davidehill74@yahoo.co.uk
Garage Doors
Doortechnique
Mark Andrews, 217 New Road, West Parley, BH22 8EF
Tel/Fax: 01202 877223   Mob: 07801 398101
E: mark@doortechnique.co.uk
Web: www.doortechnique.co.uk
PH Plumbing, Heating and Gas Services Ltd
Paul Haywood,  5 Locksley Drive, Ferndown, BH22 8JU
Tel 01202 861818   Mob 07973 797974
email phplumbingdorset@yahoo.co.uk

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT MESSAGE FOR 
TRADERS ON OUR LISTING OR MEMBERS 

WHO HAVE RECOMMENDED TRADERS. 
FINAL REQUEST
So far the editor has had very few traders who wish to 
remain on the listing. Please do not leave it to the last minute 
or you may be disappointed.
For those traders who have email addresses. I have sent 
messages asking for a response. Only 3 have contacted me. 
The remainder have not and will therefore be excluded 
from the new listing.
For the last time please be aware that the new traders’ list 
will be updated in the March 2013 edition of Neighbourhood 
Watch Newsletter.
Many traders are not members of Ferndown South & West 
Parley NW so I ask those members who recommended a 
trader to make contact and have them call or email me if 
they wish to remain on the list. 
Listed traders who are Watch members must also contact 
me.  
As we have several hundred on the list I cannot spare the 
time to call them individually myself or incur costs in doing 
so.
However, I will accept calls or emails.
Clearly, being on the list is not only an advantage to the 
trader but is also free of charge. The traders who DO NOT 
contact me will be excluded from the March 2013 listing.
Tel: 01202 573419.   Email: trevor.sams@btinternet.com
Thank you for your assistance.

VEHICLE THEFT
During November thefts from unattended vehicles parked in 
driveways and other private parking areas have increased. 
Some victims have been using the tools and left their vehicles 
insecure for ease of use. The thefts have been occurring 
predominantly during the afternoon and evening periods with 
fuel and car parts also being stolen. In some cases the vehicles 
have been forced in order to steal .
Please advise your neighbours and any visiting tradesmen who 
are possibly not receiving information on Ringmaster. Remind 
them to lock their vehicles as they leave them, if only for a short 
period of time, and that it is advisable to remove valuables 
wherever possible and park in well lit areas. Thank you. 

BANKING SCAM
One of our residents received an email from their bank stating 
the following:

“Dear Valued Customer,	  
We detected irregular activities on your Internet Banking 
account. Your internet banking account has been temporarily 
suspended for your protection. You must verify this activity 
before you can continue using your internet banking account.    
Please follow the reference link below to verify your account. 
Security advice; always log off completely your internet 
banking account after using Internet banking from a public 
place or computer for security reasons
Thank you, Internet banking services”

Please do not click the link.  This is a scam. Your bank will 
never ask you to click on a link to verify your account details. 
If you receive an email like this please delete it and contact the 
bank that you received this email from.

ANOTHER SCAM
A scam has been reported from a resident in the Ferndown 
area. An email was received stating that the resident was owed 
some money from HM Revenue and customs and that this was 
a tax refund. The email asked for bank details stating that the 
resident was owed money in the first and second emails a sum 
of £1050.50 and the third email stated £468.50. 
You are advised not to respond to any such emails.

BBS 
ACCOUNTANTS

Chartered Management Accountants 
2 Princes Court, Princes Road, 

Ferndown, BH22 9JG

Specialists in serving the needs of small 
and medium sized business

For an accountant to work with you call

01202 877750

MISS BUSYBEE
Sit back, relax and enjoy your house and garden 

and let me do the hard work for you!

Full Gardening and Maintenance Service

References Supplied - for a prompt and reliable service

Call Shirley  01202 870171 / 07929 190381
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on the small mobile card machine which had a small screen 
and keypad where Frank was also asked to enter the card’s PIN 
and security number. A receipt was printed out and given to us. 
To our horrible surprise, between Thursday and the following 
Monday, £4,000 had been charged/withdrawn from our credit/
debit account at various ATM machines, particularly in the 
London area! It appeared that somehow the “mobile credit card 
machine” which the deliveryman carried now had all the info 
necessary to create a “dummy” card with all our card details, 
after my husband swiped our card and entered the requested 
PIN and security number. Upon finding out the illegal 
transactions on our card, of course, we immediately notified the 
bank which issued us the card, and our  account has been closed. 
We also personally went to the Police, where it was confirmed 
that it is definitely a scam because several households have 
been similarly hit.
WARNING:  Be wary of accepting any “surprise gift or 
package”, which you neither expected nor personally 
ordered, especially if it involves any kind of payment 
as a condition of receiving the gift or package. Also, 
never accept anything if you do not personally know or 
there is no proper identification of who the sender is. 
Above all, the only time you should give out any personal 
credit/debit card information is when you yourself initiated the 
purchase or transaction!”
Pass this on; it may just prevent someone else from being 
swindled. 

SCAMS MASQUERADING 
AS VIRUSES

We would like to remind all computer users of the potential 
to become a victim of scams masquerading as viruses. One 
report we have recently had is a virus, which informs the 
user the computer has been ‘locked’ by the Metropolitan 
Police. They are then told to telephone a premium rate 
number to ‘unlock’ the machine. This is a scam. You 
should never be asked to phone a telephone number 
or input bankcard information to use your computer.  
Please ensure that you have your anti-virus and firewall 
switched on (Windows comes with this automatically done for 
you) to help prevent your machine becoming infected. Should 
you receive a message of this nature, please seek advice from 
a computer specialist.

MESSAGE 
FROM A CONCERNED RESIDENT

Please take any precautions possible in the light of the 
following details relating to a theft in broad daylight:
“Please warn other residents of an issue locally. We live on the 
main Christchurch Rd and yesterday have had the catalytic 
converter stolen from our 4 x 4 during the day and whilst parked 
on the driveway, and with people in the house, without hearing 
anything at all. Luckily I am covered by insurance but the cost 
for replacement was £1200.
The police said they have had several recently and warn of 
return visits once the vehicle is fixed.” 

CUNNING SCAMMERS
This is a scam from outside our area, but it is important 
that you are informed.
Most of us know there are many scams about. This is getting 
very cunning.
“This a clever credit card scam - be wary of those who 
come bearing gifts. Please circulate this. It just happened 
to friends a week or so ago in Guildford, and it can pretty 
well now be happening anywhere else in the  world. 
It works like this: 
Wednesday a week ago, I had a phone call from someone who 
said that he was from some outfit called “Express Couriers,” 
asking if I was going to be home because there was a package 
for me, and the caller said that the delivery would arrive at my 
home in roughly an hour. And sure enough, about an hour later, 
a delivery man turned up with a beautiful basket of flowers and 
wine. I was very surprised since it did not involve any special 
occasion or holiday, and I certainly didn’t expect anything like 
it. Intrigued about who would send me such a gift, I 
inquired as to who the sender is. The deliveryman’s reply 
was, he was only delivering the gift package, but allegedly 
a card was being sent separately. (The card has never 
arrived!). There was also a consignment note with the gift. 
He then went on to explain that because the gift contained 
alcohol, there was a £3.50 “delivery charge” as proof that he 
had actually delivered the package to an adult, and not just left 
it on the doorstep to just be stolen or taken by anyone.
This sounded logical and I offered to pay him cash. He then 
said that the company required the payment to be by credit or 
debit card only so that everything is properly accounted for. 
My husband, who by this time was standing beside me, pulled 
his wallet out of his pocket with the credit/debit card, and 
‘John’, the “delivery man”, asked my husband to swipe the card 

C. FENEGAN 

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 

& HANDYMAN SERVICES

Free Quotations – No Obligation

Hard-working, Reliable & Honest

Please Call : 07891 776520 (Mobile)

Ferndown / West Moors based

M.Y. HEATING
Installation & Service of gas appliances 
Boiler, cookers, gas fires, warm air units, 

and plumbing
No call out charges 

Free estimates
64, Locksley Drive, Ferndown, BH22 8JZ

Tel: 01202 877237
Mob: 07710 409586

Speak to Ray or Kelvin
Gas Safe Register No.150213  &  Warm air registered 

NIC EIC Unvented registered
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Police  
Report

I write this update with a slightly heavy heart to you all as it will in fact be my last as the Neighbourhood 
Inspector for East Dorset.  Quite unexpectedly I have been offered another role which I have accepted.  
Specifically I have been asked to become the Special Constable and Volunteers Coordinator for Dorset 
Police.  This role includes within its portfolio the coordination and development of Watch Schemes across 
the County.  I have been passionate about these areas of policing for many years now and to have the 
opportunity to further develop the fantastic support we receive here at East Dorset…but at a force wide 
level is just something that I cannot say no to.  I took on this new role on 19th November, after a short period 
of annual leave, so effectively my last working day at East Dorset was Thursday 8th November 2012.  I 
am not able to advise you as to whom my successor will be at this time but I can absolutely assure you 
that East Dorset will be kept in very good hands until such a person is selected.  Acting Inspector Alan 
Setchell will take charge of the Section when I leave and he will be ably assisted by Sergeant Richard 
Partridge.  Business will continue as usual and they will continue to ensure that you receive the very best service possible.

I consider that I have been most privileged to lead at East Dorset over the past 4½ years and my role has been made so much 
easier because of the support of the communities here within the District.  I have said it so many times and I truly believe it, that it 
is through partnership that we succeed.  Our PACT processes have developed close engagement opportunities, allowing speedier 
access to the authorities that can resolve local issues.  Our many Watch schemes and the processes behind them are a shining 
example for me to take forward and attempt to replicate across the Dorset area.  Key to the successes of your schemes is the close 
partnership that you share with the SNT’s.  It is through these partnerships that we have lobbied for funding to get new bikes for 
some SNT’s, carry out litter pick-ups across the area, part-fund diversion activities for youths in the summer months, purchase a 
speed laser enforcement device for my staff to use, maintain the sale of affordable crime prevention goods through the Barrington 
Centre at Ferndown and most significantly of late – develop and introduce the Sheducation initiative that continues to provide a 
fantastic service across East Dorset and beyond.  These are just a few examples of what we have achieved in the time that I have 
been in this chair.  So when I say thank you, I hope you can perhaps see the sincerity behind the words.  Without your support 
we could not achieve these results and effectively this all comes from your annual membership fee to your Watch scheme.  Not 
bad value for money…but for me it is not the money that is the important factor. It is you…and always has been.  So long as we 
have the support and trust and confidence of our communities, then I truly believe that we will continue to keep East Dorset a 
great place to live…a safe place to live.

I hope and trust that you will continue to receive updates from my successor and more importantly from your SNT’s.  East Dorset 
continues to see a fall in crime and ASB.  Specifically in the past 7 months 276 fewer crimes (16% reduction) and a massive 
469 (28.5% reduction) fewer ASB reports have occurred (or not occurredJ) within East Dorset.  There are within these figure 
fluctuations of course and the area that is causing us most worry at the moment remains our old friend of theft from your vehicles!  
Our efforts and those of our partners are being channelled in this regard and we are out in your neighbourhoods trying to combat 
the rise.  You may be surprised to read that 75% of our crime in this field is located within residential streets and driveways…not 
car parks!  So my message and plea is please do not leave things on view in your car.  Even if it is of no value to you it may be to 
a thief and the two things you can do to stop this is to not have anything on show and to lock your car.

As I draw to a close I would like to repeat my very sincere thanks to you all for your continued support in keeping East Dorset 
safe.  You are our eyes and ears, our witnesses and our friendly neighbours who help us to protect the vulnerable within our 
communities.  Together you help us keep crime low in East Dorset and I am so grateful for your help in that regard.  I will not be 
turning my back on East Dorset and I will still have a close involvement with the volunteer workforce which includes the NHW 
and HW groups across the County.  So when I say goodbye it is only a goodbye from me as the Neighbourhood Inspector…but 
it is also a hello and welcome from the new Force Coordinator for Watch Schemes and volunteers.  I look forward to continuing 
our working relationship in that regard and ask that you kindly continue to support your SNT’s as you have done so well during 
my time here…and of course before my arrival.

Thank you all and very best regards for the festive season…and beyond

Mike Darkin, East Dorset Neighbourhood Inspector

Communications

The Community Office

e:  ferndowncommunityoffice@btconnect.com

Telephone:  01202 876219
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HEATHERLANDS AND GOLF LINKS ROAD POLICE REPORT
As we approach the Christmas holidays the Community Office will have a number of special offers on security items. For a pound 
you can purchase can safes, mobile phone pouches and key cords. They will also have free UV pens, purse chains, ice scrapers 
and wrist bands. The office is open from Monday to Saturday between 10 and 12 and will have the usual extensive range of 
products to protect your home, car and out-buildings. It’s also a good place to discuss and report scams from dubious companies 
advising that you have won a prize  from a competition you can’t remember entering in exchange for your bank details. We 
always advise that you should never divulge personal details unless you are absolutely certain of the firm. Unfortunately we do 
from time to time hear from people who have discovered that their elderly parents have been conned into these schemes, often 
losing thousands of pounds on line or at the doorstep. A useful source of information can be found at www.getsafeonline.org 
which also gives tips on social media safety.
 
I’m very pleased to report that our new PCSO Sarah Rose has settled in really well and has already organized a series of very 
well attended events over the November half term including an estate wide litter pick and a children’s Halloween party. I would 
like to thank Synergy housing who funded the events and the staff at Mc Donald’s who supplied ten members of staff to help 
with the litter pick and then provided 60 meals for the participants as a reward. 
 
On the crime front we are still experiencing a few shed breaks on the patch but mercifully no recent dwelling burglaries. As the 
winter nights draw in unoccupied properties are statistically much more vulnerable to attack on weekdays between 4 and 9pm. 
Using a timer, or better still two sets to go on and off at different times upstairs and downstairs or in different rooms of a bungalow 
is a very good deterrent to the opportunist burglar as it will give the property the appearance of being occupied. Closed curtains 
during the day are also a tell-tale sign that the occupants are away as is the build up of mail on the doormat. If possible enlist a 
good neighbour or family member to help as no one wants to go through the heartache of returning to a burglary. 

Wishing you a very Happy Christmas and a Safe New Year 
PC Julian Humphries and PCSO Sarah Rose 

TALK TALK SCAM
Message from Dorset police
Below is an insert of an e-mail received by a Home Watch member. This email was supposedly addressed from Talk Talk regarding 
their account. The email asks the recipient to click on a link to verify their account details and payment method.

“Your account details have been changed.
We noticed that you recently changed the 3-D Secure Password (verified by Visa or MasterCard SecureCode) you use to pay 
your TalkTalk bill. You are the rightful holder of the TalkTalk account and you must verify your account!
In order to verify your account please log into your account and submit all your information. If you choose to ignore our request, 
your account will remain limited until you verify your information.

3-D Secure is an XML-based protocol designed to be an added layer of security for online credit and debit card transactions. It 
was developed by Visa with the intention of improving the security of Internet payments and offered to customers as the Verified 
by Visa service. Services based on the protocol have also been adopted by MasterCard, under the name MasterCard SecureCode, 
and by JCB International as J/Secure. American Express has added SafeKey to UK and Singapore on 8 November 2010.”

Please note that this is a scam. Please do not click on the link to verify your account. If you receive an email like this please delete 
it and contact Talk Talk to make them aware that you have received an email of this nature.

DANGEROUS DOG EXERCISING
We have received several complaints about a couple who exercise two dogs with extended leads on the pavement while riding 
bicycles.
This can be very dangerous not only for the dog owners, but also for pedestrians, people exercising their dogs on a lead, motorists, 
elderly pedestrians and children. 
The area that these irresponsible people operate is Mags Barrow, New Road and Golf Links Road, West Parley. 
Because of the dangerous nature of this practice we feel it necessary to advise our members of the situation.
The Police have been advised. They suggested it was the responsibility of the local Dog Warden who was contacted by telephone 
and e-mail. So far we have not received a response from the warden.
We hope that this practice is designated to safer areas. Surely prevention is better than a serious accident?

FEELING SAFER IN WEST PARLEY?
It is known that residents feel more secure in their community if they have a sense of ownership, belonging and involvement 
in where they live. The Parish Council has recently agreed to work on a West Parley Heritage Project to raise awareness of our 
heritage and therefore our village identity in a number of ways. John Cullen, the Vice Chairman, explains:
“Much of our historical past is hidden away. Our ancient heritage sites, including our Neolithic barrows and Iron Age Hill fort, 
have in some cases become overgrown and there is no signage locally to show what is there and its historical background and 
significance. Some tidying up has already started and signs will be put up to explain these ancient monuments.
There have been a number of histories written about the village but there is a lot of information, such as census information, maps 
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and public records that has become much more easily available 
via the internet in recent years. 
There is also more interest now in areas such as how people 
lived in the past, what happened here in war time, residents’ 
contributions at the time and how businesses developed locally, 
as much as the pure historical facts about where we live. We see 
so much on TV now that triggers us to think who we are and 
our background. The keen interest shown in the history section 
of the recently issued Parish Plan showed there is growing 
interest in the past.
The aim would be to gather together all the information that 
is available on a wider range of heritage topics and produce a 
comprehensive history of the village. Ideally, we would like 
to get funding for this so that a free copy could be sent to all 
households here.
We also believe that some of this heritage information should 
be displayed across the village and residents and visitors should 
be reminded of the rich past we have. Interpretation signage 
at our old buildings and in most public places will help and 
perhaps, by holding a series of events in the village involving 
local groups and interests, we will raise awareness and interest 
in this issue.
Each year in September East Dorset Heritage Week is held 
to highlight key historical features and we believe that next 
year’s event would provide a good opportunity to open up our 
best sites, including All Saints Church, in a series of events to 
showcase what we have here. 
It would be an opportunity for many more local people to see 
inside the church and understand the significance of the history 
it contains. 
Many of our parish records and ancient finds are usually on 
display in the County Record Office and local museums and 
perhaps these could be returned here in a future Heritage Week 
to display them and explain their context.
A few residents have a deep knowledge of the heritage of the 
village but it is hoped that this project will be a way to get other 
residents involved in the new areas of research, improvement 
and explanation of what we value here so that it becomes a real 
community project.
We are finalising the plan for this project and will explain how 

residents can be involved in a worthwhile local project that 
will reinforce the already strong community values found in 
the village”.
John Cullen, Vice Chairman of West Parley Parish Council

WARNING ABOUT HOTEL CARDS
Received from a fellow resident in West Parley. 
Most of us never consider that key cards contain anything other 
than an access code for the room! 
HOTEL KEY CARDS 
Ever wonder what is on your magnetic key card?   Answer: 

a. Customer’s name  
b. Customer’s partial home address 
c. Hotel room number  
d. Check-in and check-out dates  
e. Customer’s credit card number and expiration date! 

When you hand your card in to the front desk, your personal 
information is there for any employee to access by simply 
scanning the card in the hotel scanner. An employee can take a 
handful of cards home, use a scanning device, access information 
onto a laptop computer and go shopping at your expense. 
Simply put, hotels do not erase the information on these cards 
until an employee reissues the card to the next hotel guest. 
At that time, the new guest’s information is electronically 
‘over-written’ on the card and the previous guest’s information 
is erased in the overwriting process. But until the card is 
rewritten for the next guest, it usually is kept in a drawer 
at the front desk with YOUR INFORMATION ON IT! 
The bottom line is: keep the cards, Take them home with 
you, or destroy them. NEVER leave them behind in the room 
or room wastebasket, and NEVER turn them in to the front 
desk when you check out of a room. They will not charge you 
for the card (it’s illegal) and you’ll be sure you are not leaving 
a lot of valuable personal information on it that could be 
easily lifted off with any simple scanning device card reader.  
Similarly, if you arrive at the airport and discover you still 
have the card key in your pocket,  take it home and destroy it 
by cutting it up, especially through the electronic information 
strip!   If you have a small magnet, pass it across the magnetic 
strip several times. It erases everything on the card.
Information courtesy of: Metropolitan Police Service

	 Pinehill
	 Building and L andscaping
	 35 Canford View Drive, Colehill, Wimborne BH21 2UW
	 Tel. 01202 889133   Fax. 01202 882239   Mobile: 07786 433751
	 Email. richard@pinehill.co.uk  Web. www.pinehill.co.uk

Alterations & Extensions
Kitchen & Bathroom Refurbishment

Full Landscape Service
•Fencing   •Patios   •Decking

All work undertaken by experienced craftsmen

Full Project Management 

From Design to Completion

 Looking for Garage Door Advice?

       call Mark Andrews.........

01202 877223 or 07801 398101
your local garage door man....

30 Years Experience ~ Garador, Hormann trained
no fix no fee & no call out charge

free site survey and advice
2 year guarantee   fixed fee affordable repairs

Doortechnique.... For all your garage door needs
217 New Road, West Parley BH22 8EF

www.doortechnique.com
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THE IMPORTANCE 
OF VISIBLE HOUSE NUMBERS

We would like to request all residents ensure they have a house 
number clearly displayed on their property, easily visible 
from the road. It is vitally important that, in the event of a 
sudden unforeseen occurrence needing immediate action, the 
emergency services are able to quickly identify your property. 
Self-adhesive numbers are available from Ferndown 
Community Office, The Barrington Centre, for 10 pence a 
number, along with other crime reduction products. The office 
is open Monday to Saturday, 10am to 12. 

TOOLS LEFT IN VEHICLES
There has been a theft recently in the St Leonards area, of petrol 
gardening equipment, hedge cutters and leaf blowers, which 
were stolen from the back of a vehicle.

This is a timely reminder to residents who leave tools in their 
vehicle. Please ensure that you leave your vehicle locked, 
secured and alarmed. Also ensure that your property is marked 
with your postcode or another identifiable code. 

Please do not leave tools in your vehicles overnight. 
Machinery stored in your garage or shed should also be marked. 
Selecta DNA is useful for this type of marking and is available 
from the Police Community Office in the Barrington Centre.

LV=STREETWISE – 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

LV=Streetwise is a Safety Centre based in Elliott Road, 
Bournemouth, and is run as a charity. 

I first became aware of it in 1999 when I edited Community 
News and was asked to write an article about it.  I went to 
visit the Centre and I was so impressed that I immediately 
volunteered to become a Safety Guide and I have been going 
once or twice a week ever since, although the minimum 
commitment requested is one 2-hour tour per month.

About 12,000 children a year visit LV=Streetwise from Dorset 
schools and occasionally from further afield and they are 
taught about hazards they may meet in everyday life.  It is a 
full-scale representation of a village set in a large warehouse, 
and contains a street with cars, a bus and pedestrian crossing, 
a park, alley, two-storey furnished house and garden, electric 
sub-station,  railway line and train, farm, heathland, beach and 
building site.  

Schools normally first send children of 6-7 years old. Then they 
visit again when they are 9-10 years old.  About 30-40 children 
attend each session and each Safety Guide is responsible for a 
group of about 6 children.

Volunteer guides first shadow an experienced guide for a 
number of sessions until they feel confident to conduct a tour 
on their own.  All find it an extremely enriching experience.

Why not visit the website www.streetwise.org.uk to see what 
the Centre offers, or visit the Centre to see what is offered to 
the children? Further information may also be obtained by 
telephoning LV=Streetwise on 01202 591330. 

Geoff Dark,  
Former Editor of Community News, NW Street Contact.

A FINAL MESSAGE FROM MIKE DARKIN TO ALL 
THOSE INVOLVED WITH WATCHES IN DORSET
Dear All,
I accept that this is a rather impersonal medium in which to 
offer my final farewell but it is essentially the most effective 
way of getting the message to all of you.
As much as I am looking forward to the challenges that my 
future holds I do leave East Dorset with some sadness. I 
have been made to feel very much a part of the community 
at East Dorset and I have been privileged to work with some 
remarkable individuals. There have been many challenges over 
the years as well as a great many successes.
Although I am moving on to pastures new, I will be in contact 
with many of you as I meet the challenges of developing our 
partnerships with the volunteer sector.
Thank you for making my time here both challenging and 
enjoyable. Thank you for the support you have always offered 
in different guises and I wish you all the very best for the future
Warmest regards, Mike Darkin.

Christine Green & Jon Green

Private & Commercial Maintenance,

Landscaping,Turfing 

Patio, block paving & fencing etc 

All Aggregates and Turf delivered

38 Benbow Cres Wallisdown BH12 5AJ

Tel 01202 537138/07876212165

Email: croftgardening@fsmail.net

Electricians

Fault Finding
Re-wires

Lighting
Sockets

Fuseboard Upgrades
Power & Lighting to Garages
Landlord Safety Checks

ELECTRICIAN
Established in 1999

NICEIC Approved 040626
Trading Standards Vetted

Age UK Approved
Part P Registered

Fully Qualified & Insured
Please call

07773 266306

ANDREW LLOYD
●

●

●

●

No VAT
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security marked using UV pens or Selecta DNA available from 
the Police Community Office, Barrington Centre. Consider 
alarming either the vehicle or fitting alarm padlocks. If you 
have gardeners or workmen who visit regularly, please make 
them aware.

A break-in also occurred in New Road, West Parley, Ferndown. 
Entry was gained via forcing a side window to the detached 
bungalow. Anyone with any information please contact 101.

An attempted break into a resident’s garage was reported late 
this quarter at Chine Walk West, Parley. The offender gained 
entry via the rear door to the garage. An attempt was also made 
to break into a van on the driveway. Please be vigilant.

An attempted theft from a shed in Beaufoys Avenue. The 
resident returned to find the shed door open but nothing seemed 
to be missing. A lock had been forced on a second shed. You 
are advised to make sure your shed is locked. Shed alarms can 
be purchased from the Community Office.

There has been a report from a Home Watch member saying that 
he received a telephone call offering him £1000 worth of home 
security equipment free. The telephone number was withheld. 
This is believed to be a scam. Please do not give your details 
over the phone.

Calls have been received from residents in West Moors 
regarding children knocking on residents’ doors asking for 
money for charity. Residents have handed over money. The 
children are then collected in a car and leave. If you have any 
children knock on your door asking for money, please report 
this to Dorset Police on 101.

The Safer Neighbourhood Watch Team have received a call 
from a resident in the area of St Leonards about a male who 
knocked on her door saying he was there to read her gas meter. 
The male had no identification and when challenged he left. 
This is a reminder for residents to remain vigilant. If anyone 
knocks on your door either selling items or asking to read your 
meters, please ask to see their identification. If they refuse turn 
them away and close the door and call Dorset Police on 101.

COMMUNICATIONS
Metal theft continues to be a problem in Ferndown/West 
Moors/Stapehill etc. Members of the public are advised not to 
stockpile scrap metal and if in possession of any not to leave it 
on show.  Lead flashing and roofing can be marked with Selecta 
DNA available from Ferndown Community Office.

This quarter there was a minor scuffle between two youths in 
Ferndown Centre. Investigating officers attended the scene and 
as a result of assistance from members of the public and CCTV a 
local male was arrested and has subsequently been prosecuted. 
Ferndown Central SNT would like to thank those members of 
the public who assisted with this investigation and to reassure 
you all that although this type of incident is extremely rare, 
we will pursue such offences robustly to maintain Ferndown’s 
reputation as the safest place in Dorset in which to live.

Further scam calls and e-mails: Several residents have received 
a number of calls from people claiming to work for a computer 
company who are fixing Microsoft. They are asking for bank 
details to take payment. Do not give unknown people personal 
details about yourself. If you need any work done always seek 
quotes from reputable businesses. A list of approved traders 
is available through your local Trading Standards Office 
or on the member recommended traders list provided by 
Neighbourhood Watch.

A theft occurred in New Road, West Parley, of a Silver Direct 
Bikes motor cycle. If you have any information  please contact 
Dorset Police on 101.

A theft also took place from a shed and garages in Longacre 
Drive, Ferndown. A metal workbench and a wooden box 
containing valuable old tools from America were taken. 

We have had further thefts of power tools in the area. These 
tools are being stolen from vehicles and driveways whilst the 
owner is working near by. These tools are petrol disc cutters, 
and hedge cutters and leaf blowers. Please ensure your tools are 

We wish all members a 

very Happy Christmas 

and a safe New Year

AGM
Advance information

The Ferndown South & West Parley 
Neighbourhood Watch Annual General 

Meeting will be held on

Tuesday 16th April 2013 at 7.30pm
at St Mark’s Church, Main Hall, West Parley

Refreshment will be available

We hope that by providing early notice more 
members will attend this important meeting


