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WEST PARLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 15th June 2011 in the Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

Present:

Councillors: R G Heaslip (Chairman); Mrs P Couper; J Cullen; G Dark;

C. Davies; I Davis.

Apologies:

K. Pearce; D Oakley; A. McDonald;  

In attendance:
Ian Jones (Acting Clerk); 

EDDC Cllr R Daw; Cllr Mrs B Manuel (arrived 1945hrs); DCC Cllr J Wilson;

Mr J Lawford; Mrs S Starmer; J Knighton.

18.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

There were no declarations of interest concerning matters on the Agenda.

19. 
RESIGNATION OF COUNCILLORS.

The Chairman informed members that he had been notified of the resignations of Councillors A Steele and D Penwill. These Councillors were employed by a Civil Service Department and they were required by the staff rules of that Department to seek permission before they were able to take part in local government activities. The initial response both had received was that it was in order for them to stand for election but subsequently a decision has been made that their activities as Members of the Parish Council would conflict with their role as Civil Servants. As a result they had tendered their resignations with immediate effect. Steps would now be taken to fill the two vacancies.

20. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 18th May 2011.

These minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was PROPOSED by Councillor J Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor G Dark that the minutes be accepted as an accurate record. All were in agreement.

21. PRESENTATIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

Mr J Knighton from Dudsbury Crescent, Ferndown noted that members would later be discussing the Planning Application which had been submitted by DeVere Hotels in respect of the Dormy Hotel Site which was just outside the West Parley Parish Council area, however, the Council had been asked for their comments. He explained that the previous week the Ferndown Town Council had voted not to support the application. This was based on a number of factors including overdevelopment of the site; insufficient parking available for the various enterprises on the site, failure to established a need for an Elderly Mentally Infirm Unit (EMI Unit) together with insufficient affordable housing. He asked that members of West Parley Parish Council consider these factors when it considered the application later in the meeting.

Mr R Daw raised the issue of unauthorised camping in Parley Wood and the fact that some rubbish / detritus remained to be removed. It was considered that this was a “one off” event; arrangements were being made with EDDC for the rubbish etc to be removed.

County Councillor J Wilson updated members on the recent changes made to the County Council contracts for the provision of bus services within their area. It was estimated that there would be some £900,000 in savings.

District Councillor B Manuel stated that there was to be an expansion of the Bournemouth Airport Business Park and consultations on this will follow shortly. Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) were to be introduced in Glenmoor Road following investigations which had shown that it had met the criteria for inclusion in the scheme. She will meet up with Mr R Camp in due course to discuss the procedures to be followed etc. It was agreed that Mrs P Couper should attend this meeting, if available, as the Parish Council representative.

ITEMS FOR DECISION

22. PLANNING MATTERS.

(a) Dormy Hotel. 

The Chairman of the Planning Committee, Councillor G Dark, led members through the issues concerning this application highlighting the changes which had taken place since the first application was submitted in October 2010. He stated that there were some 56 public comments recorded on the EDDC Planning Website, 36 were against the application, 10 for and a further 10 took a neutral viewpoint. Members commented that the current site was an eyesore. It was unanimously agreed that the West Parley Parish Council would object to the plans on the basis of inadequate parking on the site which would cause increased traffic along the Main Road.

(b) 84, Dudsbury Road.

There were no comments recorded on the website. Members agreed not to object to the plans.

(c) 245, Christchurch Road.

Members noted that the tree section of the District Council believed that an oak tree which currently had a tree preservation order would be adversely affected by these proposals. It was also considered to be over development of the site. The Chairman indicated that in 2004 a similar application had been refused on appeal. Members also considered that the proposal was contrary to the EDDC Development Plan and there would be an increase of traffic in Parley Close. It was agreed by a majority that the application be opposed.

(d) 26, Chine Walk.

Members were concerned that the proposed garage would come forward of the building line which as a result would cause a loss of light to a neighbouring property. It was therefore agreed that there would be no objection if the garage kept to existing footprint but the Council would object if the garage was moved forward.

(e) Other considerations.

Details of the EDDC Planning Decisions made on 14th June were available for members to read on the table.

An application for Tree Works at All Saints Church, West Parley, was discussed. It was considered that this was merely trimming of the trees and there would be no objection raised.

Councillor J Cullen brought to members’ attention the fact that some of the work being carried out at Eco Sustainable Solutions did not have Planning Permission. The matter was going before DCC in July.

With regard to the Biomass Plant EDDC officers were in the process of preparing a report for the County Council. It was agreed that the previous comments of the Parish Council remain valid (Increased Traffic and development in the Green Belt). Councillor Cullen was asked to put together a further response which could then be discussed at another meeting.

(f) Appointment of members to the Planning Committee.

It was originally decided not to have such a committee but with a requirement to have comments back with EDDC within 3 weeks it was agreed that a Planning Committee would continue in being. The pattern of meetings would then be Full Council every 4 weeks with a Planning Committee Meeting at the intervening 2 weeks. The Committee would be made up of Councillors G Dark; Mrs P Couper and K Pearce. The meeting would be held on the first Wednesday of each month at St. Marks Church Hall. This was PROPOSED by Councillor R Heaslip and SECONDED by Councillor J Cullen. All were in agreement.

23. APPOINTMENT OF PARISH CLERK.

The Chairman indicated that an advertisement for a new Clerk had attracted a number of enquiries. Mr Jason Lawford was subsequently interviewed by a panel consisting of Councillor R Heaslip, Councillor Mrs P Couper and the Town Clerk of Ferndown, Mr I Jones. It was the recommendation of this Interview Panel that the Parish Council appoint Mr Lawford to the position as Parish Clerk. This recommendation was approved by the Council unanimously. Details of the Handover arrangements would be dealt with outside the meeting.

24. COUNCILLOR TRAINING.

It was decided that all new Councillors should be provided with the Guides which were promoted by NALC viz. “The Good Councillors Guide” and “Being a Good Employer”. The Chairman would liaise with the new Clerk on specific training arrangements.

25. FINANCE.

(a) Internal Audit Report and completion of the Audit Commission Annual return for the 2010/11 year.

The Chairman reported that the Internal Audit had been completed and no issues had been raised. The necessary declarations on the Annual Return for the year ended 31 March 2011 were signed. Members agreed that the Accounting Statements should be approved by the Council and signed by the Chairman. In addition the Annual Governance Statement was completed and approved. (All were in agreement). Copies of the documents would be circulated to every member

(b) Schedule of Payments.

There were no payments to be authorised following the changes in bank signatures authorised at the last meeting.

26. USE OF THE FERNDOWN TOWN COUNCIL LENGTHMAN.

The acting Parish Clerk gave an overview of the work of the Ferndown Town Lengthman. Councillor J Cullen would put together a list of work which maybe suitable for the Lengthman to complete. It was agreed in principle that the Parish Council could seek the assistance of the Lengthman when required for an appropriate fee. Weed killing duties was one area which may require the assistance of this officer. The acting Parish Clerk stated that currently the Town Lengthman carried out work on a regular basis for West Moors Parish Council together with St. Leonards & St. Ives Parish Council.

27. PARLEY CROSS BUS SHELTER.

There was a short discussion on how the shelter could be improved given how it is from time to time subject to anti social behaviour. Members agreed that the cutting back of brambles etc. around the surrounding area would be one improvement. It was agreed that the problem should be highlighted on the Web Site to gauge members of the public reactions and ideas for improvements. Members agreed to take a minimalist approach at this stage.

28. PARLEY SPORTS CLUB.

There was a discussion on the issue of whether the Parish Council has any financial liability in respect of the Club. At the last audit the external auditor put a qualification on the Accounts despite the fact that there was a 2009 opinion from the EDDC and Solicitors to the Parish Council that there was no liability. The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council now ask another Solicitor for his opinion on the issue, so that this audit qualification could be removed. Likely cost for that opinion would be around £700. Councillor John Cullen believed the two other legal opinions were valid and sufficient. It was then PROPOSED by Councillor R Heaslip and SECONDED by Councillor G Dark that a further legal opinion should be obtained. (Voting 3 for, 1 against and 2 abstentions).

29. REVIEW AND REVISION OF STANDING ORDERS AND SCHEMES OF DELEGATION.

It was agreed that a working group of the new Parish Clerk and Councillor J Cullen would examine the current standing orders etc and come back to the next meeting with recommendations.

30. FORWARD PLANNING AND MILESTONES.

A paper prepared by Councillor J Cullen was circulated to members. He explained that the information it contained would help the Council determine the budgets for the forthcoming financial year and beyond. The paper was accepted as a basis for further discussion at a subsequent meeting.

ITEMS FOR INFORMATION.

31. TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS.

Details were held by Councillor G Dark and members could view them if required.

32. REPORTS BY MEMBERS.

Councillors I Davis and R Heaslip had met with representatives of Parley Sports Club. The Club wished to work closely with the Parish Council and Councillor Davis will be the link. There was an acceptance that the Club needed to try and increase its income and improved publicity was seen as the way forward. Notices about the Club would appear on Community Noticeboards.

Councillor C Davies stated that she had met with members of the Memorial Hall Committee. Their AGM was due to be held on 23rd June and a Parish Council presence would be welcome.

Councillor J Cullen stated that he had attended a meeting of Hurn Parish Council and had updated them on changes with regard to the new council at West Parley. He had explained that there was a need to work together on issues such as any expansion of the Bournemouth Sports Club, noise emanating from outdoor events taking place there and around the airport etc. He had arranged a visit to the airport on 4th July at 1830hrs when those engaged in promoting the Business Park would be available to chat to members. Those attending should bring evidence of ID and let him know. On 19th July there will be an Open Day for the Parish Plan at the Memorial Hall from 1600 to 2000hrs (4.00 till 8.00pm). He asked members to support the event if possible so that they could make contact with interested groups etc. Councillor Cullen also provided details about the Photographic Competition.

33. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The date of the next meeting was fixed as Wednesday 20th July 2011 at 1930hrs (7.30pm) at the Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

The meeting closed at 2115hrs (9.15pm)

PAGE  
11014

