WEST PARLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 21st September 2011 in the Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

Present:

Councillors: R G Heaslip (Chairman); Mrs P Couper; J Cullen; G Dark;

C. Davies; I Davis; S Gooden

Apologies:

K. Pearce; D Oakley; A. McDonald;  

In attendance:
Ian Jones (Acting Clerk); 

District and County Councillor J Wilson. 10 members of the public.

45.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

Councillor J Cullen declared a personal interest in a Planning Matter in relation to Barrack Road where he is a resident.

46.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 20th JULY 2011.

These minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was PROPOSED by Councillor J Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor S Gooden that they be accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. All were in agreement (Pages 11017 to 11020)

47.
PRESENTIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

Mr and Mrs Sutcliffe had attended the meeting to express their concerns about traffic flow in New Road in the light of the proposals for traffic lights at Dudsbury Crescent and Dudsbury Avenue. They believe that the proposals are “over kill” in respect of the additional traffic which will emanate from the old Dormy Hotel site. They were of the opinion that they had not been properly consulted about the installation of traffic lights which would “leave their home isolated” in between the lights.
The Chairman stated that this was not a Parish Council responsibility but the matter had been discussed with West Parley County Councillor and the matter would have to be resolved by the County Council who were the Highway Authority.
Mr Bob Davidson brought to the Parish Council’s attention a request for a Central Pedestrian Refuge on New Road near to Willards Close. He explained that it was difficult to cross the road at this point because of traffic and the refuge would make things much easier for pedestrians.

The Chairman thanked Mr. Davidson for attending and stated that the Council would note his observations.

Mrs Cornell brought to the Council’s attention the question of speeding traffic in Church Lane. In particular she stated that the entrance into the lane from Christchurch Road was of particular concern as there was parking on corners and when she had spoken to the police they had stated that there was no action that they could take to alleviate the situation. 

The Chairman stated that yellow lines to restrict parking have not been approved but this is a matter which the Council may wish to discuss later as part of an agenda item on speed limitations at the bottom of Church Lane.

48. 
REPORTS BY DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS.
Councillor J Wilson gave members some background information on the Planning processes which had resulted in the decision to put traffic lights along New Road at Dudsbury Avenue and Dudsbury Crescent. He indicated that nothing would be constructed for at least 18 months. Difficulties have arisen as the Planning decision incorporates a legal agreement about the traffic lights and traffic management system at / near the location. Alternative measures to those already agreed as part of the agreement may be difficult to change. Discussions are ongoing between Officers and Mr and Mrs Sutcliffe to see if a solution can be found.
Councillor Wilson also brought to the Parish Council’s attention the current review of Daycare Services. A Public meeting had recently been held at the Barrington Centre to discuss the various options being considered by the County Council.

He further stated that there is to be an investigation into the problems which occurred with the new School Bus Contract which came into force at the beginning of September. It would appear that there were some teething problems with the provision of sufficient school buses.

A consultation was also in progress on the provision of Wind Turbines within Dorset with that consultation finishing at the end of September.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Wilson for his report.

49.
TRAFFIC PROPOSALS.

(a) Speed limitations at the bottom of Church Lane.


(b) New Central Pedestrian refuge on New Road opposite Church Lane Footpath.


(c) Moving the position of the Parley Cross bus stop (shopping parade side)

The Chairman reported that the PACT had supported all these proposals and he believed that this was important achievement as it showed community involvement in the decision making process. Comment was made about the provision of a refuge in New Road as put forward by Mr Davidson earlier in the meeting. It was accepted that there were costs involved in putting in pedestrian refuges and that certain conditions needed to be satisfied e.g. width of road being adequate. Councillor J Wilson indicated that officers from the Highways section of the County Council had offered to attend a meeting with representatives form the Parish Council next week to take the matter forward and see if it was feasible. There maybe an opportunity to discuss the issues affecting Church Lane.

It was PROPOSED by Councillor J Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor G Dark that the traffic proposals as set out above (a) to (c) including the provision of a refuge in New Road be adopted as Parish Council as policy. All were in agreement.
50. MAJOR PLANNING CONSULTATIONS – MOTION TO SEPARATE WEST PARLEY AND FERNDOWN.

The following Proposal was put to the Parish Council for their consideration:-

“The Council sees East Dorset District Council’s (EDDC) new practice of combining Ferndown and West Parley in major planning consultations as disregarding the separate constitutions, identity and character of the two communities, and as contrary to Government policy on communities. It is greatly to the disadvantage of West Parley.

The Council insists that it is West Parley’s right to be consulted separately and requests the West Parley District Councillors to urge the EDDC to revert to its former consultation practice in this regard.”

The Chairman commended this resolution to be adopted by the Council and he explained that up to 3 years ago consultation was on the basis of each parish / town was allowed to comment. A short discussion then followed on the matter. It was PROPOSED by Councillor J Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor I Davis that this resolution be adopted. All were in agreement.

51. PLANNING MATTERS.

(a) 96, New Road, West Parley. Planning Ref: 3/11/0798/HOU.

This proposal was for a rear extension. Councillor G Dark stated that there had been no objection from the next door neighbour and the plans were such that he recommended that there be no objection by the Parish Council. It was PROPOSED by Councillor G Dark and SECONDED by Councillor R Heaslip that the Council records no objection to the proposal. All were in agreement.
(b) West Parley Sports Club.

A Planning application will be made for the erection of new nets for cricket which are easily removable. It was agreed that the Parish Council as the landlord make the application on behalf of the Club. All were in agreement.

(c) 190, New Road – Enforcement Action by East Dorset District Council.

It was explained that the address was an old garage which ceased operations in circa 1999. A new garage (repair business) had “sprung up” overnight. The District Council were of the opinion that there had been a change of use which had not been approved and consequently when an enforcement notice was issued an appeal had been received which would result in a public enquiry. The Parish Council were in favour of enforcement action against the garage which had become a nuisance to neighbours. The Council was however supportive of the shed business. They were concerned that shutting this down could result in the garage area becoming an eyesore right at the centre of the village.  It was agreed that Councillor G Dark would write to the Planning Inspectorate indicating the parish council’s support for the shed making / selling business but not for the garage repair business. (All were in agreement).
52. STAFFING – PARISH CLERK VACANCY.

The Chairman stated that Mr Jason Lawford has sent in his resignation as Parish Clerk and that he had left during the probation period. Notices about the vacancy for a new Clerk had been placed on the Parish Council Noticeboards and website as well as the Tesco Community Noticeboards. As a result 8 applications for the post had been received as at the date of the meeting. In addition Ferndown Town Council was conducting a recruitment exercise for 2 part time members of staff to fill vacancies for Finance Officer / Treasurer as well as Committee Clerk / Administration Officer. Ferndown Town Council would advise their unsuccessful candidates of the vacancy at West Parley. Their interviews will take place during week commencing 3rd October.
It was decided that a selection committee would comprise of Councillors J Cullen, G Dark and A McDonald. The interviews would be open to any Councillor interested to serve.
53. COUNCIL ACTIVITY PLAN.

The Plan had been circulated to members prior to the meeting and Councillor J Cullen “walked through” the issues with the Council. It was agreed that Councillor C Davies would take the lead on the Definitive Map. It was recommended that there should be a rotation of Councillors to attend PACT meetings. It was noted that reference to the Golden Jubilee event should read “Diamond Jubilee”.

It was agreed that the Activity Plan for 2011/12 be accepted. The Parish Council would review its content and progress on the issues every three months. 

54. COUNCILLORS REPORTS ON LEAD AREAS.

Councillor P Couper reported on her meeting with Matt Reeks form the Moors Valley Country Park regarding improvements to the West Parley Playground. He had suggested a low swing and a possible Wendy House be added, the cost was in the region of £6000. She will be meeting with him again next week. There will need to be a sum of money put in the budget for 2012/13 if this is to be progressed. There was then a discussion on the need or otherwise for fencing around the play area. It was stated that volunteers had not raised this as an issue. The Acting Parish Clerk stated that the idea of an enclosed play area was to allow children to play freely and safely without the worry have having dogs “bounding around” because they had become excited with children playing and enjoying themselves. It was not simply a question of dog mess not being picked up. 

The question of the purchase of shrubs for the garden area was raised and it was agreed this should be done in conjunction with the Working Party.

Councillor Ian Davis reported on his work with Parley Sports Club. Once the new nets were purchased there would be a need to improve the marketing of the facilities. AFC Bournmouth had recently used the facilities. He also gave information about the finances of the Club.
Councillor S Gooden reported on the work she was doing in connection with social events for the community. Mention was made of the Friday Coffee and Meet events on a Friday in Ferndown. A similar scheme operated in Colehill which provided a lunchtime venue for food and refreshment. Councillor Gooden spoke about the possible use of the Hut for such events but it would need to be brought up to an acceptable standard.

Councillor C Davies reported on the Memorial Hall. Details of how to book the Hall would soon be on the Notice Board. There was a problem with people using the large waste skips at the hall for the disposal of their own rubbish. It had been agreed that the Newsletter would be used to highlight this problem.

It was agreed that 2 wreaths would be required by the Parish Council for the remembrance Service events in November.

55. ANNUAL PRECEPT – REQUEST FROM DORSET COUNTY COUNCIL FOR BROADBAND DELIVERY FUNDING.

Members were advised about the letter which had been received from the County council about this matter. They were looking at between £1 and £5 per elector. Councillor J Cullen stated that West Parley Broadband Service came from the Northbourne Exchange in Bournemouth Borough Council area and not Dorset County Council area so the request was not applicable to West Parley. This will need to be ascertained in time for the Precept / Budgeting discussions in November. 
56. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The date of the next meeting was fixed as Wednesday 19th October 2011 at 1930hr (7.30pm) at the Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

Councillor S Gooden wished to record her apologies for that meeting as she would be away from the area.

The meeting finished at 2114hrs. 

Signed: ……………………………… (Chairman)    Date: ……………………………….
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