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PARISH COUNCIL



DRAFT Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 

Wednesday 14th December 2011
Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

Present:

Councillors: Richard Heaslip (Chairman); Pat Couper; John Cullen; Alan Macdonald; 
Dave Oakley; Sheila Gooden; Chrissie Davies; Kenny Pearce
In attendance:
Linda Leeding (Clerk); District and County Councillor J Wilson
1. 
APOLOGIES        Councillors: Geoff Dark, Ian Davis
2.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.    Cllr Macdonald declared an interest in the parking restrictions for Elm Tree Walk.

3.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 16th NOVEMBER 2011.

The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. The date was changed for the previous minutes from September to October. PROPOSED by Councillor Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor Pearce that they be accepted as an accurate record. All were in agreement (Pages 11031 to 11033)

4.
PRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

None.
5.
REPORTS BY DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS.

District & County Councillor John Wilson reported on a number of issues. Firstly, the D.C.C. traffic dept reaction to the Parish Council’s traffic proposals,  Their Glenmoor Rd parking restriction proposals were as the P.C. wanted, but their Parley Cross parking restriction was limited to only a part of one side and for 30 minutes only. There was an additional proposal from them, rather surprisingly after just one resident’s letter, for an extension of yellow lines in Elm Tree Walk.
The County Council had met today and agreed to no increase in Council Tax.

An issue regarding signage hindering the exit from the Guide Camp has been received, and D.C.C. suggested that the land owner be approached to cut back the hedge to increase visibility.

ITEM 8 was brought forward as relevant to the discussion, prior to Cllr Wilson’s departure. 

Councillors discussed the issues of Elm Tree Walk, seen to be larger than just the section outside Number 17.  The problem was seen as quite complex; trucks  parking for lunch breaks, milk lorry deliveries continuing round Elm Tree Walk and onto the unmade Ridgeway road, breaking down the surface.  The road being used as a ‘rat run’ to avoid queues at Parley Cross. One possibility suggested was the continuation of the yellow lines to the corner of Elm Tree Walk, to allow the lorries to turn and exit the road the same way they entered. A letter will be sent to DCC expressing the Council’s surprise that just 1 resident’s letter has prompted this, and asking for a site visit, where a designated Councillor could discuss the issues as a whole.
ITEMS FOR DECISION 
6. SUPPORTING NEW GROUPS
Councillor Cullen presented a report on the criteria for supporting new groups, Councillor Oakley suggested 2 minor amendments and Councillor Heaslip confirmed this being a good opportunity to promote local groups.  The Criteria and concept was PROPOSED by Councillor Davies and SECONDED by Councillor Gooden, with a unanimous vote.

7. GRITTING IN WINTER
The policy of the last Council was that there was no statutory duty to  provide bins, grit or salt in winter, and that any needs or valid requests would be referred to the County Council for action. However special cases could receive consideration for action by the Parish Council. We currently had one residents request for a grit box, which the clerk will refer to the County Council. 
In discussion Councillors raised the undesirability of taking on extra responsibilities for gritting or salting at short notice, something we were not staffed for and could be held responsible for if it went wrong. It was PROPOSED by Councillor Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor Macdonald that we continue the policy of the previous Council. Passed unanimously. 
8. DOUBLE YELLOW LINES IN ELM TREE WALK
Discussed above under point 5.

9. PRECEPT
The amount of precept to be requested was discussed in November’s meeting in relation to the budget for 2012/3. A request of £45,000, unchanged from the current year of 2011/12, was put forward.  PROPOSED by Councillor Macdonald and SECONDED by Councillor Cullen, with a unanimous vote.  Clerk to write to EDDC to confirm.

10. GRANTS POLICY AND DONATIONS
A draft Policy and Application Form were presented by the Clerk and agreed as satisfactory.
Discussions about current requests for donations followed.  After substantial discussion by Councillors, more information was requested in each case in order to enable Council to make the appropriate decisions, ensuring ‘value for money’.

Withdrawal from membership of the Dorset Association for Parish and Town Councils (DAPTC) had been agreed in November’s budget decisions, but formal withdrawal is required by 31st December 2011 for the next financial year.  It was agreed that DAPTC is a worthwhile organisation, but too expensive at over £700 pa, and almost all the advice, information and training can be obtained from other organisations. Motion to leave DAPTC PROPOSED by Councillor Macdonald and SECONDED by Dave Oakley, with a unanimous vote. Clerk to convey this formally to DAPTC, and the Chairman will write to the Chief Executive explaining the Council’s reasons.
11.CHEQUE SCHEDULES

The Clerk presented the cheque schedule, requiring authorisation and signature after the meeting.  Councillors were invited to question any payments and discussed accordingly.
12. PLANNING MATTERS
The Clerk gave details of 1Planning Permission, along with an enforcement notice (which subsequent to the meeting has been established is in fact within Ferndown Town Council remit)
Planning Applications

3/ 11/0941/FUL
Parley Sports Club

Erect 2 cricket nets with artificial surfaces (remove existing)

Councillor Heaslip brought to the Council’s attention that now the Tree Section at EDDC had visited the site, they withdrawn their previous objections, so this application had been resubmitted.

There had been no Planning Committee meeting on 7th December 2011 as there were  no applications for discussion, so there were no minutes for approval and adoption.

13. THE PARISH COUNCIL HUT

Councillor Cullen presented a report from the sub committee appointed to make recommendations on the future of the hut. Demolition was recommended and planning permission would have to be sought for this. The last Council had also come to this conclusion, and had established demolition costs as between £7000 and £12000. The sub committee reported on alternative and lower cost methods of demolition, ranging from selling or donating the hut to another organisation to using our own labour force to accomplish the task.  There were lengthy discussions on what would happen when the hut was gone: services associated with the playground, such as toilets and refreshment facilities, being made under alternative arrangements, such as a purpose built shelter and use of the Parley Sports Club

The sub committee on the Hut had gone further in their deliberations and advocated considering the whole area owned by the Council, comprising not only the hut and its environs but also the Recreation Ground, Millennium Gardens, children’s playground, Parley Sports Club and Parley Wood. After much discussion it was agreed that the area is best considered as an integrated whole and that this way, substantial improvements can be made. After reviewing and commending these suggestions the Chairman said that all this was best seen as a master plan, which would take until the 2015 elections to come to fruition, and that a separate sub committee was warranted to move this forward. Councillor Cullen was tasked to chair this new sub committee and to engage other Councillors as necessary in this work.
Councillors commended the work done by the sub committee and approved their report. It was PROPOSED by Councillor Gooden and SECONDED by Councillor Oakley that the sub committee’s report on the hut be accepted and that they report back to the Council on progress at the next monthly Council meetings, and that a separate sub committee on a master plan for the entire area owned by the Council is set up and headed by Councillor Cullen and should make their first report to the Council in March 2012.
ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
14. BUS SHELTER

The current bus shelter at Parley Cross needs to be demolished and replaced by a modern one. This will prevent the present graffiti, collection of rubbish, and anti social uses that the present shelter seems to attract. Funds are in the 2012/13 budget. The Clerk will collect quotes, to include a site visit, manufacture, delivery and installation.  Councillor Couper asked that the location of the new shelter be moved along slightly to avoid the tree and to be more in line with where the buses actually stop.  Councillor Macdonald will arrange for the new lengthsman to check and clean the bus shelter weekly.  To be progressed at the February meeting. 
15. COUNCILLORS REPORTS ON LEAD AREAS.

Councillor Macdonald provided an update on the many things progressed including clearance of invasive ground cover plants, lengthsman appointed, work of volunteers.  Also covered was reporting faults to Dorset County Council including potholes, streetlights etc via www.Dorsetforyou.com/reportraodproblems or calling 01305 221020.
Councillor Heaslip remarked on the Greenbelt issue. Essentially there are two 2 key ways to approach this:
a) Reasoned evidence – which the Parish Council will progress

b) Public action – where the Residents Association will be involved.

An approach needs to be agreed at the January meeting.
16. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The date of the next meeting was set as Wednesday 18th January 2012 at 19:30 hrs (7.30pm) at the Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley. 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 21.20hrs.
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