WEST PARLEY PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council held on Wednesday 19th October 2011 in the Main Hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

Present:

Councillors: R G Heaslip (Chairman); Mrs P Couper; J Cullen; G Dark;

A McDonald; D Oakley; 

Apologies:

S Goulden; I Davis; C Davies;  K Pearce

In attendance:
Ian Jones (Acting Clerk); 

District and County Councillor J Wilson; District Councillor B Manuel; 3 members of the public.

57.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.

There were no declarations of interest to be recorded

58.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21stSEPTEMBER 2011.

These minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. It was PROPOSED by Councillor J Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor A. McDonald that they be accepted as an accurate record of the meeting. All were in agreement (Pages 11021 to 11025)

59.
PRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC.

Mr Strange stated that he wished to comment about the Planning Application in respect of the Shed and Garage Site adjacent to Parley Cross. He was invited to make any observations at the Planning Part of the Meeting. Comment was also made about hedges needing trimming along Christchurch Road together with overhanging brambles. Councillor a McDonald stated that he would deal with this matter later in the meeting.

60.
REPORTS BY DISTRICT AND COUNTY COUNCILLORS.

District Councillor Mrs B Manuel reported on changes to the collection of Household Refuse by the Dorset Waste Partnership which was looking at improving efficiency as well as increasing recycling figures. The proposals which will be discussed by each Council in the partnership were for a weekly food waste collection with a fortnightly collection for everything else. A fortnightly garden waste bin collection service would be provided at a cost of £35 per annum. A “wheelie bin” would be provided for non recyclable general waste. The matter would be discussed by the Policy and resources committee of East Dorset DC on 9th November with the matter then being discussed by the Full Council shortly afterwards. There would be a great deal of publicity required before the changes were implemented. With regard to West Parley parish area it is possible that we would be included at an early stage given our closeness to the recycling centre at Hurn.

County and District Councillor J Wilson updated members on the question raised at the last meeting by Mr and Mrs Sutcliffe of New Road, Ferndown. A petition of some 250 names had been forwarded by Mr & Mrs Sutcliffe to the County Council who had forwarded it to East Dorset District council as the matter fell in the planning domain. Councillor Wilson stated that the County Council had no power to change the decision which had been made when giving planning permission with regard to the construction of traffic lights at Dudsbury Avenue / Crescent. The developer had the option to request a change to the agreement but that would be unlikely. With regard to speed in New Road Councillor Wilson stated that one of the benefits of the traffic lights in New Road would be that overall traffic speed would be reduced. This was because the traffic lights would have a “Revert to Red” system which resulted in approach roads going to red where there was no traffic. The lights would then go to green when a vehicle approached at the required speed (i.e. 40mph) provided there was no other vehicle using the roads covered by the lights. 
There had been a Stakeholder Meeting concerning the Canford Bottom Roundabout. Work was ongoing and included re profiling of ground levels at the site. There would be 24hr closure of local roads (2 – 15th Feb Ham Lane & Wimborne Road West; 16 Feb – 14th March all local roads, 15 – 28 march (Canford Bottom, Wimborne Road West, Ham Lane and road leading to Wimborne from the roundabout). These dates may be subsequently varied. Full details are on the Website.
61. PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS ON BUDGET FOR 2012/13.

Ideas on a proposed budget for 2012/13 were distributed to members by Councillor D Oakley. He asked that members study the proposals and come back to him in the next two weeks with further suggestions. It was suggested that the precept should remain static as far as possible but there were reports awaited on the leisure centre, bus shelters etc which may have an effect on the final figures. There was also capital equipment to be purchased and better communication with residents to be put in place. He suggested that the general feeling was that the Council should cease to be members of DAPTC. There was a need for some sort of Parish Lengthman to carry out work within the parish together with general grounds maintenance of areas. The acting Parish Clerk stated that there had recently been a communication from Dorset County Council about extending the Parish / Town Lengthman Scheme. He would arrange for the memo to be sent to Councillor McDonald.
There was then a discussion on the question of a Grants Donation Policy. Some members favoured grants being awarded once a year but other thought it would be better to have them being decided as and when the application was made. It was agreed that they should be discussed as they arose. The Acting parish Clerk stated that the Council should put together a Grants Donations Policy so that organisations within the Parish knew whether they met the necessary criteria. The incoming Parish Clerk was tasked to put together a draft policy for approval.

62. PLANNING MATTERS.
Mr Strange distributed to members copies of his objections in respect of the application involving 190, New Road, West Parley. He explained that the garage was storing various items of combustible material such as tyres, engine oil, batteries and produced a photograph dated 25th September to support this contention. He also questioned the validity of some of the answers to questions which appeared on the Application form for Planning Permission itself. He stated that nearby properties were now subject to noise and pollution including the smell of cellulose spray paint. In addition there were occasions when he had suffered continuous noise for 4 hours of an angle grinding machine. He asked the council not to support the application.

The Chairman thanked Mr Strange for his views which would be considered later in the meeting.

The Chairman of the Planning Committee, Councillor G Dark, distributed the minutes of the Planning Committee dated 5th October 2011 for approval and adoption.

It was PROPOSED by Councillor J Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor Mrs P Couper that the minutes and decisions be accepted. All were in agreement.

Councillor G Dark gave details of the Planning Applications which had been received since that meeting and his views on the items which had been included in the agenda:-

3/11/0863/HOU
226, New Road


Raise Roof to create additional 









accommodation in roof space to include









Dormer Windows.

One objection was recorded on the EDDC Website. The Council after discussion believed that there should be no objection to the application.
3/11/0866/COU
190, New Road


Mixed use of land and buildings for motor

sales, repair and servicing and the sale and 

display of garden buildings and other

timber products.

Background to this application was given to members. Councillor Dark stated initially Change of Use was refused and an enforcement notice was issued when no formal planning application was received. A formal application had now been received which was the one before the council.

There were two objections recorded on the EDDC Planning website including that from Mr Strange. Members commented that the shed business was acceptable but the garage was not. Councillor J Cullen indicated that the council could not choose what parts of the application it liked. The application was as it stood and he would recommend that the Parish Council object. After some further discussion it was agreed that the Parish Council would object to the application on the grounds that the Car Servicing part of the application would create noise and other pollution which would have an adverse effect on neighbouring properties. All were in agreement.
3/11/1889/HOU
4, Winnards Close


Extend within roof space, loft conversion









introduce two cottage style dormers with









french doors at rear of property and two








vellux roof windows to front of property.

The Council believed this was a modest undertaking that had no overlooking issues. It was agreed unanimously that no objection be raised.

3/ 11/0941/FUL
Parley Sports Club


Erect 2 cricket nets with artificial surfaces









(remove existing)

Councillor Dark brought to the Council’s attention the fact that the Tree Section at EDDC had put forward objections to the proposed work on the grounds that tree roots would be affected by the “development”

In the circumstances it was PROPOSED by Councillor J Cullen and SECONDED by Councillor A McDonald that the Council withdrew the application that had been made. In any event the Council as the applicant should not make any observations on the application. 

63. STAFFING.

The Chairman stated that interviews for the post of Parish Clerk had been carried out the previous Monday. The panel consisted of the Chairman, Councillors J Cullen, P Couper and A McDonald. Three good candidates had been identified and Mrs Linda Leeding had been recommended for appointment. It was PROPOSED by Councillor R Heaslip and SECONDED By Councillor J Cullen that Mrs Leeding be appointed with effect from Thursday 20th October 2011.All were in agreement.
64. COUNCILLORS REPORTS ON LEAD AREAS.

Councillor J Cullen stated that 2 of the 4 new West Parley signs had been erected with the remainder being put up next week. Compliments had been received by members to the new design.

Turf donated by Mr Trelawney Dampney had been laid on an area next to the Recreation Ground. In addition some top soil had been delivered by the County Council to further improve the area.

Councillor Mrs P Couper reported on the work to improve the Millennium Garden with replanting / renewal etc. Another lady volunteer had also come forward.
Councillor a McDonald stated that he had met with Mark Adams from the highways section of Dorset County Council(DCC) regarding the trimming of hedges, brambles etc. in Christchurch Road. DCC would be writing the landowners regarding trimming of hedges etc. which overlap pathways. He paid complement to the Dorset District Council for their assistance in removing rubbish / waste from Volunteers completed tasks.

He stated that he would be liaising with the Town Clerk at Ferndown to see if their Lengthman could assist with some work in West Parley during November and December. There was work for at least one day per week. It was hoped that the floral displays would be replanted shortly. Comment was made that the summer displays had been well received. There had been some vandalism on the Glenmoor Road Planters but it had been suggested that the West Parley First School may wish to take on responsibility for its care / maintenance.
Matt Reeks, Ranger at Moors Valley had paid a visit to Parley Wood and had indicated his support for some of the suggested improvements including replacing the “bridge” over the stream with some donated sleepers. Arrangements would be made for the removal of vegetation / overgrown items.

There would be a reception for the Parish Vounteers at the memorial hall at 1830hrs (6.30pm) this coming Friday. The local Member of Parliament, Chris Chope, would also be attending.

Councillor Mrs P Couper stated that Matt Reeks had provided some designs for the Playground area and a cost of some £6000 had been suggested. She would arrange for members to be sent a copy of the designs / estimates.

Councillor J Cullen informed members that the Parish plan was nearing finalisation with the end of November being the target date for completion.

Councillor G Dark stated that he had been invited to attend a presentation at West Parley School with regard to the Sustrans Bicycle Scheme which encouraged school children to ride to school. The school had won a Bronze award and last Monday was the formal presentation to the school. Details would be appearing on the Council website and in the Stour and Avon magazine.

The Chairman indicted that he was in favour of holding a Public Meeting at the end of November / early December to discuss the revised Planning regulations which were currently before Parliament and the effect of the Localism Bill on Parish Council issues. There had been an indication from EDDC that their new Local Planning Document would be presented to the public at a meeting to be held at the Verwood Hub on 1st February 2012 (prov. date) 
Councillor J Cullen asked whether members would be willing for West Parley to be entered in the Best Kept Village Competition for 2012 / 13. Members thought this would be a good idea but they wished to know some more information before making such a commitment.

64. DATE OF NEXT MEETING.

The date of the next meeting was fixed as Wednesday 16th November 2011 at 1930hrs (7.30pm) at the Main hall, MS Centre, Church Lane, West Parley.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 2108hrs.
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