     WEST PARLEY PARISH PLAN 

Like other towns and villages in Dorset, West Parley is making a Parish Plan. It will reflect the view of the residents, and it is being assembled by the Parish Council and the Residents Association. It will tell the County and District Councils how we want West Parley to be in 5 to 10 years time. It will benefit those who live here now or want to live here in the future.
Here are the Survey results. The Survey was completed by 989 residents – a third of the West Parley population – making the answers both statistically significant and the most reliable and up to date barometer of West Parley’s opinion. It is being distributed for the information of all those who represent West Parley or who serve the community in other ways.

The questions have been posed in two ways - some were to be answered yes/no and others answered on a value judgement scale of 1 low to 5 high. The combined average answer of the 989 respondents is shown underneath each question. Residents were able to make comments on each category, and a summary of these is given.The original response forms can be data mined for age group, gender and post code, but not for name or address.

                     Community and Activities                                    

How important is West Parley’s identity and special character to you?

                                        4.3/5                     
How available is information on West Parley’s facilities and activities?                           2.9/5
How important to W.P.is the historic church, All Saints?

                                          3.6/5

Would you be prepared to help support the upkeep of All Saints and its grounds?       2                 

                                   242 volunteers 

Do you think there are sufficient health services in easy reach? 
                                               81% Yes
           Any other health services you think we need? 
   Major comment by far was for better availability of Dentists. Good support for a drop in clinic at Parley Cross, which could be accessed without using a car. Several requests for better night cover. Other requests were for a pharmacy at Glenmoor Road, surgeries on Saturdays, nurses for home visits. Several comments that on the whole we are quite fortunate as things are.

                   Recreational Facilties and Sports
         Are there enough opportunities for sports in and around West Parley?

                                                             71.4% Yes
Are there enough opportunities for recreation around West Parley?

                                             59.2% Yes 
        Any specific sports or recreational facilities you would like to see in West Parley? 
       An overwhelming number of comments wanted better facilities for children – a bright clean playground, park facilities, paddling pool; and a youth centre or club. There was also good support for a fitness centre, for teenager sports at low cost. for tennis and for bowls. 

      Other requests were for dance classes, gardening club, beekeeping, a park with well kept gardens. 

      The recreation ground attracted adverse comments – underused, ill kept, waste of a good facility. The Millenium Gardens were widely criticized. The Memorial Hall was seen as a useful asset but much in need of modernization. 

Do you think it would be worthwhile to develop the recreation ground behind the memorial hall into an attractive public park?                  

                                              3.6/5
        Have you used the Memorial Hall in the last 2 years?

                                                       43% Yes
         If you have, did you think it needed modernisation?
                                               78% Yes
                                The Environment                                          3
How important is it to you that the semi rural and open nature of 
West Parley should be preserved?

                                 4.4/5

How important is it that more trees are planted and existing trees

preserved? 
                        4.3/5

How important to you are West Parley’s green road verges with 

trees and flowers?  
                        4.7/5

How good do you think the air quality in West Parley is?

                                3.5/5

Are more footpaths or cycle paths needed?

                                62% Yes

Have you walked on Parley Common/in Parley Wood in the last year? 
                        68% Yes

How pleased are you by the tree clearance on Parley Heath?  
                        3.0/5         
                        Housing and Development
There are some 1800 houses in West Parley, and some plans have been

proposed that up to another 900 are built. If houses are built what do

you feel is the right level for the village?

               0 – 50 houses         58.1%
               50 – 100                21.9%

               100 – 300               14.8%

               300 – 500               4.7%

                         500+                     0.5%
         What type of housing would you prefer to see here? (tick any boxes)                                  4
                              Large                      14%

                     Small                       13.8%

                     Mixture                    59% 

                        Affordable                 22%

                     Private Owned          71%

                     Private Rented          11.4%

         How important is it for new housing to be on existing sites rather than

           on green belt?                     4.6/5
         How much do you value West Parley’s green belt areas?
                                                    4.9/5

         How important do you think it is for more families and young children

          to live in West Parley?

                                                    3.1/5

         Do you consider that some restrictions to further development are
           important in keeping the character of West Parley?

                                                    4.7/5

          How concerned are you by the effect of traffic from more

           commercial development?    4.6/5
                                   Roads and Safety
        Are traffic levels and noise a real issue for you?

                                                    3.9/5

         Do you find that traffic congestion is a problem?
                                                    4.2/5

         What should be the speed limit on our main roads in West Parley?

                                               30mph  58.7%

         What should be the speed limit on our side roads?

                                               30mph  62.9%

         Would you walk or cycle more if the traffic was less?                                              5
                                               54% Yes
          If money is spent on Parley Cross, which is most important to you?

           Controlling the flow of traffic                                                         31.9%

         Maintaining the safety of pedestrians                                             35.1%

         Keeping the size of the junction from dominating everything             33%  

           Do you think the amount of parking in West Parley is adequate?        64% No

         Would you accept parking time restrictions?                                    77% Yes

         Are more parking spaces needed?                                           66% Yes
         Should long term parking be discouraged?                                      89.6% Yes

 Comments    There were more comments on parking, more strongly expressed, than any other subject. Glenmoor Road was the top concern, followed by Parley Cross. Glenmoor Road was characterised as “A disaster that needs action” and similar comments. Many comments asked for more police action. The main problem was of course at school drop off and pick up times. Most suggested solution – parking on one side only. Others – keep waste vehicles away at school pick up and drop off times; consider using the school’s rear entrance.
Much dissatisfaction expressed on the parking at Parley Cross, with the fingers pointing to long term parkers – for the airport, the bus, car sharing, for sale, and for other non shopping related uses. There is general understanding and support for parking time restrictions at both locations.

                                                    Airport
           Have you used the airport?                                  83% Yes

          How much do you value our local airport?             3.9/5

           Do you find the airport noise excessive?                2.5/5

         Should East Dorset District Council play a greater    4.1/5
           part in the airport’s regulation?

          Comments on the Airport

                                                                                                                                       6

Major comment was the noise caused by small private planes buzzing around at low levels. Commercial  aircraft were not minded so much. Early morning flights and night engine testing are much disliked. The whole road infrastructure serving the airport was seen as very bad. Airport drop off arrangements were criticized, as was the expense of parking.

         Despite these criticisms the airport itself was appreciated, both for its handiness and its contribution to the local economy. People do however want it to stay as a regional airport, and fear any too rapid expansion.
                                   Older Residents

           Are local healthcare facilities sufficient for their needs?

                                            3.6/5

         Should there be more community facilities for the elderly?

                                            3.4/5

         Do we need better volunteer transport to hospitals, surgeries etc?

                                            3.5/5

         Is there adequate information about available services?

                                            2.5/5

                                    Shops and Businesses
         How often do you use local shops?

                                                      4.3/5

       How sufficient are the local shops for you?

                                                      3.6/5

       Do Parley Cross shops need a major redevelopment, with a car park,

        to bring them up to the standard of West Moors?

                                                      3.5/5

       Comments

        All the comments were directed toward the Parley Cross shops. Residents universally dislike the home equipment shops – bathrooms, kitchens, tiles –which dominate the shopping area but have little local connection. All would prefer traditional food and service shops – butcher, baker, greengrocer, hardware, flowers, cards, jewellers etc. The difficulties are understood, but some control over the balance of the shops would be welcome.

       People do however realise they are well served by Tesco Express, the pharmacy and the post office at Parley Cross. They are a little wary of a major redevelopment across the road. Those living towards the North of West Parley would like a pharmacy on Glenmoor Road.
                                                                                                                                      7
                                             Crime and Safety

        How concerned are you about crime in West Parley?

                                                     3.5/5

       Have you been directly affected by crime in West Parley?

                                                     76% No

       Do you know how to contact local police if you want to?

                                                     87% Yes

       Comments

        By far the most comments are the perceived need to see a police presence. Many long term residents comment that they have never seen any. Biggest problems are seen to be petty crime and vandalism caused by youths returning at night from drinking sprees – often youths from outside West Parley. Poor Common and Parley Cross are mentioned in this context.

       The link between youth crime/vandalism and the lack of youth facilities was a point made by several. There are complaints about speeding in Dudsbury Road, widely used as a cut through.

Several residents praised the Neighbourhood Watch and its service.
                                         Buses
        Do you use a local bus service?

                                                    62.6 No

       If “yes” how convenient is their timetable and destination?

                                                    63.4% Yes

       Comments

        The services available to West Parley are widely seen to be inadequate – too late a start for work, timings too unreliable, timings of the 2 services too close, too expensive, far too few at weekends, and serving too few destinations.

       Residents would appreciate bus services to a number of places, but mainly to Castle Point and Bournemouth and Poole hospitals. Ringwood, Southampton and Salisbury were destinations also mentioned.

       Other comments were that a service through Dudsbury Road/Ellesfield Drive would be helpful to many; and that the bus stop opposite Tesco Express was often in a very poor state, and it was difficult to cross the road to get to it.







































































































































